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Mark Lilla with David Brooks on Ignorance and Bliss

1 A P R 6:30 PM ET / IN PERSON

TUESDAY 6:30 PM ET / ONLINE

Starting at $25.00 Starting at $15.00

BUY IN PERSON TICKETS BUY ONLINE TICKETS

Share . Add to Calendar .

OVERVIEW

New York Review of Books critic Mark Lilla joins bestselling
author and New York Times columnist David Brooks for an
intellectually dazzling exploration of our wish to remain ignorant
— and Lilla’s new book, Ignorance and Bliss: On Wanting Not to
Know.

The impulse to bury our heads in the sand is at least as old as the Book of Genesis. But
where does it come from? Centuries after the Enlightenment, in the heart of the
information age, how does the will to ignorance continue to shape our lives? In lgnorance
and Bliss, acclaimed essayist and historian of ideas Mark Lilla offers an absorbing
psychological diagnosis of the human will not to know. Erudite and bold, Lilla ranges from
Plato’s dialogues to Sigmund Freud and beyond, revealing the paradoxes — and dangers
— of hiding truth from ourselves.

In a wide-ranging, intellectually heterodox conversation about the nature of our
relationship to reality itself, hear Lilla and Brooks discuss the taboos and impulses that
drive us to distraction from our most urgent political, emotional, and spiritual truths.

“A wise and wonderfully enjoyable book. Mark Lilla treats weighty matters with a
light touch, in an elegant prose style that crackles with dry wit.” — John Banville,
The Guardian

M A G A Z
Media partner

This program is part of the Unterberg Poetry Center.
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About Your Visit

In-Person programs: Online programs:

How to access 92NY events during construction: An access link will be emailed to you after purchase.

e Events in Kaufmann Concert Hall, Weill Art Gallery,
Buttenwieser Hall, and Arnhold Studio: Use the 92nd Street

entrance. A Box Office agent will assist you.

e All other programs: Use the Lexington Avenue entrance at 91st
Street (South Building). To reach the North Building, use the

3rd-floor walkway.

Learn more and plan your visit

Thank you for your patience and support as we make exciting

upgrades to our building!
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Liberties

2 MAR O APR 2 APR
Thu, 7 PM ET Tue, 7 PM ET Tue, 7 PM ET

A Celebration of Jane Austen: Jennifer Egan, Peter Godwin and Marlon James: Exit Wounds Liberties Journal Politics and the Literary
Kevin Kwan, Helen Fielding, Vivian Gornick, Magazine

Alexandra Schwartz, Emily Mortimer, and

Alessandro Nivola
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